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GLOBAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD – est. 2010 
The Global Achievement Award recognizes alumni who have brought honor and credit to the University 
of Arizona and their profession in the global arena through professional achievement or humanitarian 
service.  
 Eligibility: Alumni 
 Form of award: Plaque 
 
HONORARY ALUMNUS AWARD – est. 1947 
The Honorary Alumnus Award is given to nonalumni of the University of Arizona who have demonstrated 
continued interest in and exceptional loyalty and service to the university for 10 years or longer.  Particular 
consideration is given to individuals who have responded to requests for service from the university.  

 Eligibility: Non-alumni 
 Form of award: Plaque 
 
LEO B. HART HUMANITARIAN AWARD – est. 1986 

The Leo B. Hart Humanitarian Award is given for outstanding contributions to social 
justice and welfare.   
 

The award is named after the late Leo Brown Hart, a UA alumnus who recognized the 
plight of children who had migrated west during the Great Depression. Immortalized in 
Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, these children were ostracized as “dumb Okies” and 
turned away from California schools … until Hart stepped forward. He and 50 migrant 
children built their own school — referred to as the School at Weedpatch Camp — in a 
nearby field. Hart then recruited teachers who shared his concern for outcast children. 
Together, they turned the school from a place for outcasts into an overwhelming success. 

Many children went on to become judges, professors, and businesspersons.  

 Eligibility: Alumni 
 Form of award: Plaque 
 
MARVIN D. “SWEDE” JOHNSON AWARD FOR VOLUNTEER SERVICE TO 
STUDENTS – est. 2010 
The Marvin D. “Swede” Johnson Award for Volunteer Service to Students is given to an individual 
whose personal involvement with University of Arizona students has enhanced the quality of student life 
at the UA. Preference is given to an alumnus or alumna of the University of Arizona but is not a 
requirement. 
 
The award is named in honor of Marvin D. “Swede” Johnson, a long-time loyal alumnus who arrived at the 
University of Arizona in 1946 from Willcox, Arizona.  “Swede” became very involved on campus as 
president of the State Future Farmers of America, AZ Assoc., Sigma Chi Fraternity and Bobcats, Senior 
Honorary.  He also was on the Livestock Judging Team, a member of Alpha Zeta, national agricultural 
honorary, Chain Gang, junior honorary and the ASUA Board of Control, overseeing the finances for the 
University Student Body and their organizations.  Graduating with a major in Animal Science in 1950, 
“Swede” never left the University until 1977, serving as a graduate assistant in the Athletic Department, 
director of the Student Union, president of the Alumni Association and UA Vice President of University 
Relations.  “Swede” personified the spirit of volunteerism and youth through his service to the University as 
a student, employee and an alumnus.  The Alumni Building is named in his honor. 
 
 Eligibility: Alumni-optional 
 Form of award: Plaque 

 
 


